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Human trafficking, most commonly labor 
trafficking, 
 is considered one of the greatest human rights 
violations of today.  With over 27 million 
estimated victims of human trafficking, this is a 
problem that cannot be ignored.  Child labor and 
forced labor are major problems facing the 
apparel industry.  More is being done in reducing 
the use of trafficked victims in the textile 
exportation phase of clothing production.  
However, the use of forced and child labor is 
prevalent in the production of resources, such as 
cotton.  While some policies have been put in 
place to combat the abuse of labor, there is still 
much more to be done.  The Not For Sale 
organization evaluates many companies and 
promotes the necessary changes to improve the 
production of clothes.  The companies are rated 
in order to provide consumers with knowledge 
about them.  Along with the Not For Sale 
organization, there is also a Fair Trade 
Federation that has its own Code of Practice to 
explain how organizations translate fair trade 
principles into business decisions that create 
sustainable practices.  These organizations are 
helping to promote awareness about the supply 
chains to bring about smarter consumers. 




Cotton Argentina, Azerbaijan, Benin, Brazil, 
Burkina Faso, China, Egypt, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Mali, 
Paraguay, Tajikistan, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Zambia 
X   
Cotton Benin, Burkina Faso, China, 
Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,   
  X 
Embellished 
Textiles 
India, Nepal X X 
Fashion 
Accessories 
Philippines X   
Footwear Bangladesh, Brazil, India, Indonesia X   
Footwear China   X 
Garments Argentina, India, Thailand, Vietnam X   
Garments Argentina, Brazil, China, India, 
Jordan, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Vietnam 
  X 
Leather Bangladesh, Pakistan, India X   
Silk Fabric India X   
Silk Thread India X   
Textiles Bangladesh, China, Ethiopia X   
Textiles North Korea, Ethiopia   X 
Thread/Yarn India X   
This chart is based on the Department of Labor’s 
2012 List of Goods Produced By Child or Forced 
Labor. Child Labor is defined by children under15, 
in some cases 18.Forced labor is service where the 
worker does not offer himself voluntarily and it is 
obtained through force, fraud, or coercion. 
What Is Being Done? 
• 2010 TIP Repot 
• Provides US Guidelines for 
responsible supply chains 
• DOL List of Goods Produced by Child or 
Forced Labor 
• SA8000(Social Accountability Standard) 
• NGO that works with industries to 
protect workers’ rights. 
• Athens Principles 
• Pledge that companies can take to 
uphold 7 anti-trafficking guidelines. 
• 2010 California Transparency in Supply 
Chains Act 
• Requires companies that make 
over $100 million gross and do 
business in CA to disclose supply 
chain information on the front of 
their websites. 
What Can You Do? 
• Be an informed consumer 
• Free2Work app; rates companies 
on their efforts to combat labor 
violations and trafficking, as well 
as their traceability of production.  
• Help Spread Awareness 
• Teach others about the issue of 
labor and child trafficking and how 
they can help by being smarter 
consumers. 
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